
 
Instructions for the Richta Competitor app 

This rally will utilize an entirely new procedure for timing at checkpoints. All 
checkpoints will be identified in the route instructions. For example: Checkpoint at 
“Speed Limit 45”. The Richta app on your smartphone will monitor your car’s location 
using GPS and will know when you pass each checkpoint. The app will record your 
time of arrival, compute your score, make a ringy-dingy sound, and display this 
information to you a few moments after you pass each checkpoint. 

If you are running late and need to submit a time allowance, be sure that you have 
submitted it on the app BEFORE you arrive at the next control. It is best to approach 
and cross the checkpoint line at the assigned average speed. Do not stop, creep, or back 
up in sight of a checkpoint. If you do so, the app may time you in before you arrive at 
the checkpoint. Consider this a penalty for creeping. 
 
Checkpoints will NOT be identified by a traditional checkpoint sign. Do not stop at 
checkpoints. Continue rallying as if there had been no checkpoint. If you arrive early at 
a control, you should then slow your speed in order to get back on time for the 
subsequent control. Conversely, if you are late at a checkpoint, or should either speed 
up (safely and legally) or take a time allowance before the next checkpoint. You should 
continue to rally and maintain the assigned average speeds until you reach the next 
restart point. 

Restart points are identified in the route instructions with the words “Restart here at 
x:xx plus your car number in minutes”. You will usually see this at the end of an 
odometer check. You should have a couple of minutes to stop and relax at each restart 
point. Your phone should make a ringy-dingy sound and display your restart time as 
you approach each restart point that begins a timed section. There is a 0.25 mile Free 
Zone (no checkpoints) after each restart point. 

If you are delayed along the rally route for any reason, you may submit a time allowance 
without any penalty. If you are delayed due to road blockage, slow traffic, getting lost, 
nature call, or any other reason, do not speed to try to make up the lost time. You submit 
a time allowance directly in the Richta app by pressing the TA+ button. Each press of 
the TA+ button adds more time allowance time. The increments of time allowances are 
10 seconds, 20 seconds, 30 seconds, 1.5 minutes, then in one minute increments up to 
19.5 minutes. You can remove some or all of the time allowance by pressing the TA- 
button.  

If you need to submit a time allowance, it is critically important that you do so in the 
Richta app BEFORE you reach the next checkpoint. Once you have arrived at a 
checkpoint, it is too late to submit a time allowance for that leg. 

Penalty points are: 1 point for each second early or late at a control, up to a maximum 
of 300 points (5 minutes) per control. Penalty for missing a control, or failure to be 
timed in at a control: 300 points. 

 
Awards will be presented after the rally to the teams with the fewest penalty 
points in classes A, B, C and D. 



 
Loading the Richta GPS Checkpoints app on an Android smart phone. 

Contestants that compete with an Android smart phone will need to be running 
Android version 5.0 or above on their phone. To check this, go to Settings/About 
phone and scroll down to see the Android version. Go to the Google Play Store on 
your phone and search for “Competitor Richta GPS Checkpoints.” You may have to 
scroll down multiple times to find this app in the search results. Download this app to 
your phone. There is no cost to you for this app. Once downloaded, open the app. If 
you get a message saying “App requires location permission,” you’ll need to grant 
permission for the app to use location information from your phone. To do this, go to 
Settings/Apps/Competitor. Grant the permissions it requires (location). Open the app. 
You’ll be asked to select an event.  

As a test choose “Spring Scamper.” You’ll then be asked for a car number and a 
password. Enter car number 1 and leave the password blank. This will give you a 
view of the screen as you will see it during a rally. 

Loading the Richta GPS Checkpoints app on an Apple Smart Phone 

Go to the Apple App Store on your Apple smart phone and search for “Competitor 
Richta Checkpoint.” Download the app. There is no cost to you for this app. Open the 
app. Choose “Spring Scamper.” Enter the car number 1, leave the password blank and 
press “Continue.” This will give you a view of the screen as you will see it during a 
rally. 

General information for all phones about the Richta app 

You cannot run any other apps on your smart phone during the rally. If you are 
planning to use another app during the rally, you’ll need to do that on a different device. 
When you download the Competitor Richta GPS Checkpoints app, you will also be 
downloading specific data about the rally (checkpoint locations and leg times), although 
this data will not be visible to you. We have tested this app many times on this rally 
course and found that it is reliable at all checkpoint locations and in a wide variety of 
weather conditions. 

If the app should happen to crash during the rally, simply pull off the road in a safe 
location, reboot the app and then continue to rally. Take a time allowance if necessary. 
The app will remember all of your arrival time and score information and will simply 
pick up where it left off. Just be sure that you don’t pass a checkpoint or a restart point 
while the app is not running. You MUST keep an eye on your smart phone to make 
sure that the Richta checkpoint app is still running and is on your phone’s screen. If 
your phone reverts to its home screen, then the Richta app cannot sense your arrival at 
a checkpoint. 

What to Expect at the Rally 

1. When you enter the next rally, you will be assigned a car number and the password 
will be in the instructions. Close all other apps and open the Competitor Richta Rally 
app. 
 



 

2. The next SMSCC rally planned for use of this system is the Ron Dunlop Rally on 
January 3, 2020. 

3. The first page is “Choose Your Event” Find Ron Dunlop Rally in the list and click on 
it. 

4. The second page requires the rally password. Enter the password from your 
instructions and tap “Continue”. 

5. On the next screen, enter the car number you are assigned in the first box. 
6. Enter your own password in the second box. Use a simple one. (This prevent other 

people from logging in with your car number.) 
7. Tap the Continue button. 
8. The next screen requests your class, your email address and your team name. These 

are optional. 
9. Tap the Continue button. 
10.You will see the rally screen which looks something like this and you are ready to 

run the rally.





 


